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         APPENDIX 2


WORLD ANTI-DOPING CODE

All FAI Members were informed of the adoption in Copenhagen in March 2003 of the World Anti-Doping Code, prepared by the newly-established Montreal-based World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA – see : http://www.wada-ama.org/en/t1.asp )

The full World Anti-Doping Code can be downloaded or consulted on-line at :  

http://www.wada-ama.org/docs/web/standards_harmonization/code/code_v3.pdf
Already, a significant number of governments, international federations and national sporting bodies have formally committed themselves to implementing the philosophy and procedures contained in the Code. 

The list of Governments that have signed the Copenhagen Declaration, thereby committing themselves to introducing the necessary legislation to give effect to the Code on their territories, is at:

http://www.wada-ama.org/en/t3.asp?p=32969
The list of Sports Organizations that have adopted the World Anti-Doping Code is at:

http://www.wada-ama.org/en/t3.asp?p=32968
The President of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) has indicated that  only international federations that adopt the Code will be eligible for IOC recognition, and has given instructions to National Olympic Committees (NOC) to apply the same principles to national federations. Thus, a national federation belonging to an international federation that refused to adopt the Code, would be at risk of losing its recognition by the NOC.

Several governments are on record as stating that only International Federations that are signatories to the Code will be permitted to hold international events on their territories.

FAI, in common with all other international sports federations (Olympic and non-Olympic, and even including ‘mind-sports’ such as chess and bridge ) have been asked by WADA to adopt the Code by mid-2004.

The current list of prohibited substances and doping methods is at :

http://www.wada-ama.org/en/t3.asp?p=30639&pp=29645
Note : This list is likely to be modified and up-dated before the end of 2003.

The World Anti-Doping Code contains detailed  guidance on how individuals may obtain ‘Therapeutic Use Exemptions’ if they are required to take medication on the prohibited list for particular medical reasons.

WADA has produced a set of Model Rules designed to help international federations to put the Code into effect. The full Rules can be seen at:

http://www.wada-ama.org/docs/web/standards_harmonization/code/wada-if_model_rules_final.pdf
Parts of these Rules are mandatory for all signatories to the Code. These parts, which include definitions, have been extracted and are attached, for information, as an Appendix to this Annex. Also in this Appendix are FAI’s current anti-doping rules, which have been in use during the last decade. 

The 96th FAI General Conference will be invited to consider adopting the World Anti-Doping Code.  

If this decision is positive, determination of the specific rules to give effect to the Code in FAI will then be the responsibility of CASI, since this is a Sporting Code, General Section matter.

FAI Secretary General’s comments :

1. Although FAI has had anti-doping rules modelled on IOC practice in force for many years, it has not always had the necessary resources to carry out systematic doping controls at FAI events. Nevertheless, many such controls have been carried out by national authorities over the years, and the number is increasing significantly. This summer, tests have already been carried out at the World Paragliding Championship (Portugal) and the World Gliding Championship (Poland), and more will be conducted soon (Sep 03) at the World Parachuting Championships (France). It is therefore essential for FAI to have in place functioning and legally watertight anti-doping procedures.

2. FAI does not have the capacity to produce its own « home-grown » rules or list of prohibited substances.

3. The WADA Code is very detailed and difficult to read for lay people, but it has been drawn up by the best specialists in the field, and all international federations and their members, including FAI’s, have had ample opportunity to contribute to the process of developing the Code.

4. The negative consequences of a refusal to adopt the Code could be serious, if threats that have been made publically by the IOC President and government ministers were implemented. 

5. Even if FAI refused to adopt the Code, air sport events at both national and international level would nevertheless frequently be subject to the provisions of the Code as a result of its implementation by governments and national sporting bodies.

6. In some respects, notably the provision of Therapeutic Use Exemptions, the Code represents a considerable improvement on the Olympic Rules which we have applied until now.

7. On the negative side, WADA’s insistence on out-of-contest testing of selected athletes could prove troublesome, particularly since the kind of substances that can be taken over a period of time to enhance performance in some sports do not at first sight appear relevant to air sports. However, the FAI Secretariat has until now enjoyed a very good and constructive working relationship with the Lausanne regional office of WADA, and there is no reason why this should not continue. The impact of this ‘out-of-contest’ part of the Code should therefore be manageable.

8. There will be a significant extra bureaucratic workload for the FAI Secretariat as a result of the WADA Code. It is probable that national federations will be similarly affected (if this has not already happened) as national governments and sports authorities apply the Code. Three powerful international federations (UCI for cycling, IAAF for athletics and FIFA for football) have not yet adopted the Code and are applying pressure for changes which, if accepted, would give more flexibility to federations.

9. The financial consequences of adopting the Code appear at the moment to be very limited. WADA would pay for out-of-contest testing. In-contest testing would continue to be funded as before. The main immediate impact would be on staff time in the FAI Secretariat, which may have to be diverted at times (eg after a positive test result) from other, more productive activities. 

10. Performance enhancement (real or imaginary) is only one of three criteria in the Code that can contribute towards the creation of a doping offence.  The others are injury to health and acting contrary to the ‘spirit of sport’. In the air sports, we have a special concern for flight safety. Quite apart from the cheating aspect, it is contrary to the spirit of our sports to fly under the influence of drugs. Marijuana and alcohol, in certain concentrations, are on the prohibited list. The WADA Code could be seen in this sense as a contribution to ensuring safe, as well as fair air sport.

11. Air sports cannot exist in a social vacuum. Governments and other authorities are reacting to public pressure for ‘clean sport’. Doping is a form of cheating and FAI should be seen to take as firm a stand against cheating as any other sports federation.

12. The balance of advantage therefore lies with adopting the World Anti-Doping Code, and to working within the wider sporting movement to ensure that any negative effects of this action are minimised.

Max BISHOP

FAI Secretary General
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