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Appendix 2

FAI Report

By Jean-Marc Badan

· Pleasure for me to attend your annual meeting

· Convey best messages from Pierre Portman and Max Bishop  

· As CIA Pdt already wrote a comprehensive report on the last FAI Gen Conf,

· And as the Minutes have been made available on the Web,

· -> I would like, after adding some statistical information, rather focus on the FAI Centenary.

On 12 October, the FM Award Ceremony was held at the City Hall of Paris.   38 FAI Award recipients came from some 22 countries on 5 continents, and even a 12-year old winner of the FAI Young Artists Contest came from Japan with his parents.

For ballooning:

Mr Hans Äkerstedt (SWE) — was awarded the FAI Bronze Medal, while

Mr Arnost Hönig (OZE) — received The Montgolfier Diploma and

Mr Chris Maes (LUX) — The Paul Tissandier Diploma.

In 2004, the FAI Gold Air Medal was awarded to Jon Johanson (NZL), who completed 3 round-the-world flights and achieved 47 World records with his homebuilt aircraft.

In his report to the GenConf, FM Secretary General mentioned that

· 2004 : 23 World Championships in 15 countries, 4 continents, and were attended by some 2340 competitors

· He reported that the main problems listed by FAI Members in the Annual Questionnaires were over-regulation & airspace restrictions / declining membership / finance / lack of recognition of aviation disciplines as a sport.

· 249 fatalities : a too high number; prevention of accidents must remain a top priority for Air Sport Commissions

· 404 World Records ratified in 2004 (2003 : 245)

The FAI Centenary Project was launched in 2002, as a part of the FAI Strategic Plan. In 

2003-04, a first important step was achieved with the implementation of our new visual identity, including the new FAI + Commissions logos. The introduction of new logos was followed by the updating of championship medals, of all diplomas, Internet pages, etc., etc.

In 2005, a total of 39 events consisting of airshows, competitions and exhibitions were organized. 34 countries on all continents were associated to the FAI Centenary, while more than half-a-million spectators and visitors had the opportunity to get in contact with FAI and Air Sports.

A series of information panels was produced to show FAI and Air Sports to the public. Ballooning of course has its own panel, showing important milestones of the development of 

your sport. If you are interested in using these panels in your respective countries, original graphic files can be ordered from FAI free-of-charge.

The Centenary was of course an excellent opportunity to look back to our past. A huge work on our historical & World Record archives was initiated in 2003, resulting in the publication of  “High Flyers, A Century of Sporting Achievements”, the first book covering the history and development of FAI and Air Sports. Ballooning being at the origin of FAI, several references to your sport were made in “High Flyers”, and I am pleased to see that this historical work allowed Hans Akersted to further complete the “Notable Achievements” directory.

In August, the FAI Centenary Air Show + 22nd FM World Grand Prix attracted some 70000 people in Lausanne. This event significantly raised FAI’s profile in Switzerland, and in particular within the international sporting community, more than 20 international federations, having their headquarter in Lausanne.

Thanks to the Centenary, FAI had the opportunity to produce, or contribute to the production of 2 videos, one being the FAI Promotional Video Clip showing all our sports in 6 minutes, only with images + music. The second one is the DVD “Air 05 Europe”, a 55-minute film showing spectacular images of 5 airshows held in Europe last year, including the FAI World Grand Prix in Lausanne. (powerful telephoto lens -> details that would never be visible for spectators on the ground).

Books, videos, new polo shirts and caps, as well as CIA pins, patches and stickers can be ordered from the “FAI eSHOP”, the new on-line shop launched last October.

Finally, The “High Flyers Night” was the last and official celebration of FAI Centenary. On 14 October, exactly 100 years after FAI’s foundation, the Aero-Club de France specially invited at the Palais du Luxembourg 20  “High Flyers ‘, including Buzz Aldrin, Steve Fossett, and, for sport ballooning Bertrand Piccard, the Leys Brothers and Luc Trullemans. Each 

“High Flyer” was awarded the special  “FAI Centenary Medal”.

The whole FAI Centenary program, with photos and links can be consulted on FAI’s Homepage and, to conclude this report, I would like to point out that, thanks to the Centenary, FAI was not only able to modernize its image, but was also able to gather useful experience, in particular on how air sports can be brought to the public in a more attractive and interactive way.

The FAI Centenary will certainly not significantly change our destiny, but:

· it illustrated quite well how communication, imagination and interactivity can

· open new doors,

· can open new ways of giving visibility to our sports,

· and can contribute to developing new synergies.

Thank you for your attention, thank you for your welcome here in Dmitrov. Wish you a successful meeting.
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