TEMPORARY APPENDIX TO THE CIA JURY MEMBERS HANDBOOK

Valid until reprinting of Sporting Code Section 1 reprinting, planned for year 2001.

NO-SHOWS at FAI Category One Events

When an entrant (a pilot who is duly registered in the event) fails to appear at the event without giving a valid reason in good time, this not only affects the concerned competitor, but also the event organisers, as well as all other entrants and competitors.

For many years irresponsible pilots who failed to appear have plagued our events and, due to the ever increasing pressure on organisers and competitors, the CIA has decided in March 2000 to introduce a new rule into the Sporting Code - Section One, with immediate effect, dealing with this type of behaviour and introducing heavy penalties for the No-Show pilot and his NAC.

The new rule's aims are very clear and, as you will see, the rule is very simple. Because the text of the new rule has not yet been incorporated into the Sporting Code - Section One document (and will only appear in the 2003 version), the complete text is given below. The author's comments are written in italic.

5.6.6 Procedures for Championship Entrants who fail to appear

5.6.6.1 An entrant who fails to appear at FAI Category 1 events is defined as an entrant who, without giving a valid reason (force majeure, illness, death) before the start of the General briefing, is absent at the roll call of the General Briefing of the event. An absent entrant shall be qualified "NO-SHOW" only by decision of the event director and confirmed by the International Jury.

It is the event director's responsibility to identify the NO-SHOW, and not the Jury's. Force majeure is defined in the Sporting Code General Section and you do not need to reinvent the definition. It is however the event director's prerogative to interpret the reasons given.

5.6.6.2. After the roll call of the General Briefing and before publication of the official entry list, the event director shall present any no-show qualification decision to the Jury President. The event Jury must consider all available information before confirming the event director's decision. The Jury's confirmation must be recorded in a written document to be published on the official Notice Board and forwarded by the event director to the concerned NAC without delay.

By comparing the official entry list (showing the pilots who have duly registered) with the roll call list, the event director can easily determine absent pilots. The event director may decide not to qualify an absent and registered pilot as a No-Show if he believes the reasons given to be good enough to satisfy the rule requirements (force majeure, illness, death). If however the event director decides to qualify an absent and registered pilot as a No-Show, he must then forward this information as soon as possible to the Jury President, together with his No-Show declaration. Because the Jury's decision must be published on the official Notice Board, and because the official entry list must be published as soon as possible after the General Briefing, it is therefore vitally important that the Jury deliberates and decides with due process.

5.6.6.3. A no-show entrant shall be prominently mentioned as such on the official entry-list published after the General Briefing. He shall not be qualified as a competitor and shall not be considered in the ranking calculations.

The Jury must check that this information is mentioned on the official entry list and that the No-Show is not considered in the ranking calculations (check P number and RM if applicable)

5.6.6.4 A No-Show entrant shall be disqualified from participating in any FAI Category One Event for the rest of that year and an additional period of two calendar years. For the next event of the same type, a No-Show's NAC will have the right to nominate only the full contingent less the number of its No-Shows in the previous concerned event.

This is the penalty imposed on the No-Show and his NAC, and the Jury must make sure that the matter is duly noted in its Jury Report.
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