52nd Coupe Aéronautique

Gordon Bennett

October 3, 2008
Hosted by

Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta® 
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Event Organizers

Name of Event:
52nd Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett

Name of Organizer:

Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta® (AIBF)






4401 Alameda Blvd. NE






Albuquerque, NM  87113






505 821-1000 (Voice)






505 828 2887 (fax)

NAC:



National Aeronautics Association






1815 Fort Myer Drive, Suite 500






Arlington, VA 22209






703-527-0226 (Voice)






703-527-0229 (Fax)









naa@naa-usa.org

Name of Federation:
Balloon Federation of America





PO Box 400






Indianola, IA  505125






515 961 8809






515 961 3537 (fax)






BFA office@crosspaths.net

Gas Division:


Gas Division of Balloon Federation of America






Bert Padelt





207 Kulps Rd.





Barto, PA  19504





610-8453972 (home)





610-845-7857 (work)





610-845-7857 (fax)









bestavi@aol.com
Delegate:



Mark Sullivan






2137 Carlisle Blvd. NE






Albuquerque, NM  87110






505 256 3808  (work)






505 828 2887  (fax)






505 280 1450  (cell)






marksullivan@gasballooning.org
Organizing Committee:
Events Committee, AIBF






Mark Sullivan, Chairperson

Operations Staff

Event Director (Proposed)


Patricia Brake


Deputy Event Director (Proposed)
Sid Cutter

Safety Officer
  (Proposed)


Stefan Handl 


Assistant Safety Officer


Matt Guthrie


Scoring Officer



To Be Determined


Meteorologist



Randy Lefevre








John Ground


Command Center Director


David Bair

Assistant Command Center Director
Tim Baggett

Helium Operations



TBA


Hydrogen Operations


TBA

Launch Master



Sabrina Handl

Airspace Coordinator


Pat Brake


Marketing




Fishbone Marketing


Media/Public Relations


Kathie Leyendecker








Kim Veseley


Announcer




Tom Rutherford


Banquet Coordinators


Anna Nalley








Dodi Bernal


Briefing Setups



Anna Nalley








Dodi Bernal


Contact Information for Pat Brake

505 821-1000 ext. 102(work)

505 828-2887 (fax)

505 280 1456 (cell)

pjb@balloonfiesta.com
Event Details

Name of Event:

52nd Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett
Event Dates:


Friday, October 3, 2008 through 






Saturday, October 11, 2008





(see Master Schedule for details)

Location:



Balloon Fiesta Park






Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA

Lat/Long



North  35  11.933'
West   106  35.715'

· Balloon Fiesta Park is 365 total acres and the actual launch site is 75 acres.  24 hour security is provided during the Balloon Fiesta®.  Balloon Fiesta Park has a built in grounding system for hydrogen balloons.  During fueling and launch operations the Albuquerque Fire Department will be on site.  During Balloon Fiesta®  activities paramedics,  doctors and nurses are on site. 
· The Balloon Fiesta Park is located just west of Interstate 25 in the north section of Albuquerque, New Mexico and is a dedicated launch site for the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta.  This site was opened in 1996.

· The launch site is an oasis in the desert.  All launch sites are grassed.  The Park has an infrastructure of roads, utilities, signage and launch facilities to host over 700 hot air and gas balloons every October for nine days.
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Event Master Schedule

   Day                       Date     
                  Time 

       Location
Pilot Registration:

Thursday 
October 2, 2008

0900-1600 hrs
Balloon Fiesta Park

Friday

October 3, 2008

0900-1400 hrs
Balloon Fiesta Park

General Briefing:

Friday

October 3, 2008

1500-1630 hrs
To Be Determined
Pilot Welcome Party:

Friday

October 3, 2008

1700-1900 hrs
To Be Determined
Preflight Briefing:

Saturday
October 4, 2008

1200-1300 hrs
To be determined

Inflation:

Saturday
October 4, 2008

1300-1800 hrs
Balloon Fiesta Park

Launch Window Opens*:

Saturday
October 4, 2008

1830 hrs

Balloon Fiesta Park

Awards Banquet:

Saturday
October 11, 2008

1800-2100 hrs
To Be Determined
*If we have to delay the launch because of weather or other issues, we are prepared to wait until Wednesday, October 8, 2008 at 2359 hrs to launch the balloons.
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Event Weather

The launching of gas balloons in Albuquerque is usually superb in October.  The launch weather is usually very calm after sunset with clear nights and little cloud cover.

Their first evening’s flight path usually takes the gas balloons either southeast through the pass in Albuquerque or north northeast through the pass between Albuquerque and Santa Fe.  Usually by early morning the balloons are in the flat plains of eastern New Mexico.  

Typical trajectories then allow the balloons to fly over the Great Plains of the United States towards the East Coast of the United States and possibly into Canada.  However during that time of year the balloons may have to fly around thunderstorms that tend to occur in the western part of the Great Plains (west Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas).

We have had only 3 weather delays since 1993.
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Airspace

The United States Airspace is open from the ground up to 18,000 feet MSL.  As in past Albuquerque gas races, we work closely with the United States Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) personnel to provide the cooperation necessary for a safe and positive experience for the competitors.  We work with the FAA to obtain, well in advance, the following:



NOTAMs



US-Wide Transponder Code Assignment for every balloon (Proposed)



FAR Waivers (if required)



Air Traffic Control Coordination



Albuquerque Departure Control Coordination



Lockheed Flight Services
We also work closely with Canadian airspace authorities to allow easy entry.  Since 1993, many balloons have flown into Canada. 

Insurance Requirements

Pilots entering the Gordon Bennett race must provide proof that their balloons are insured during the Event for at least $1,000,000 (USD) for third party liability.  Insurance cannot be bought from the organizer nor the Host.

Entry Fee

We are very aware of the expenses involved in participating in the Gordon Bennett race.  Although budgets are always of utmost concern, the host, Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta® has worked very hard to make the 2008 Gordon Bennett accessible to gas balloonists from around the world.  The Media/Welcome Party and the Awards Banquet are the premier social events at the Balloon Fiesta.

The lifting gas for the Gordon Bennett will be hydrogen

The entry fee for the Gordon Bennett will be $500 USD will be refunded*.  
As an option, pilots may elect to fly helium as a lifting gas, however there will be $2500 (USD) (in addition to the entry fee of $500) to help with the additional cost of helium

The entry fee will include:

· 14 hotel room nights per team 
· Each pilot will receive a Gordon Bennett jacket with event embroidery on back. 

· Each pilot will receive a pilot pack including Gordon Bennett pin and patch.
· Each team will receive five tickets to the Welcome Party. 

· Each team will receive five tickets to the Black Tie Awards Banquet.  
· Each team will receive two VIP/Sponsor hospitality passes valid during all 2007 Balloon Fiesta events.
*$500 (USD) entry fee will be refunded after flight when the tracker is returned and has been used for competition.

Pilot Invitations

According to Article 5 of the Gordon Bennett Model Event Rules:  “Only NAC members of the FAI shall be able to participate in the race for the Challenge Cup. They may not enter more than three balloons each.”

Budget

The budget for the 2008 Gordon Bennett is shown below.  The Balloon Fiesta Board of Directors  approved this amount in November 2007.  

Lifting Gas/Inflation Support


$80,000

Pilot Packs





$40,000
Weather





$   2,000

Trophies





$   7,500
Officials’ Travel




$   6,000

Sanction Fees FAI/CIA



$   1,300   (1000CHF)
Equipment





$   8,500
Hotels






$ 50,000

Opening and Awards Parties


$ 20,000
G&A






$ 28,000
Total






$243,300
CIA Sanction Fee

The host, Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta® is pleased to propose a CIA sanction fee of 1000 (CHF).  

Command Center

(Headquarters)

The Gordon Bennett administrative headquarters prior to the Event will be at the Balloon Fiesta Office.  The office is open throughout the year and will handle all administrative details such as team entries, accounting, etc.  The administrative headquarters is located at:




4401 Alameda Blvd. NE




Albuquerque, NM  87113




505 821 1000 (voice)




505 828 2887 (fax)

Pilot registration is located at Balloon Fiesta Park at the southeast corner, in a very large tent called the Landing.  

Our Command Center is a dedicated facility used for operations and command functions during gas balloon races at the Balloon Fiesta.  The Command Center is a converted trailer and is well furnished with a meteorological room, communications and tracking.  The Command Center has heating and air conditioning.  The Command Center will track all balloons and is manned 24 hours a day from prior to the launch until all balloons have landed.  During the past 7 years the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Flight Service has been available in the Command Center for pilots to contact to obtain additional weather information and NOTAMs during flight. 

The Command Center is located in the Officials’ Compound and is directly behind (south of)  Corporate Village at the south end of the Launch Field.  

Jury (Proposed)

The organizer is pleased to provide a list of six potential jury candidates.  The names we are submitting:




Gary King (USA)



Vladimir Karnaukov (UKR)



Thomas Fink (GER)



Johann Furstner (AUS)




Hans Akerstaad (SWE)




Tom Dragon Miklousic (CRO)
To help our expenses we request that our US Juror selection be approved



Jury members selected by the CIA to participate in the 2008 Coupe de Aéronautique Gordon Bennett will receive the following provisions:

· Roundtrip airline ticket to Albuquerque.

· Individual hotel room  (October 2, departing October 12) (Direct bill to AIBF).

· Courtesy Vehicle  (1 vehicle pooled with entire jury).

· Event Jacket with name and title.

· Gordon Bennett Banquet ticket.

· Pilot pack, pin, and patch.

· Official Parking Pass

· Admission to all parties including, Special Shapes, International and Hot Air Awards Banquet.

· Pass  to VIP/Sponsor Hospitality area
Social Events

We will start the Social Events with the Welcome Gas Pilots on Friday October 3, 2008 immediately following the General Briefing. 

The Gas Banquet will be a special party.  The Awards Banquet is a black tie event that will make the pilots, crew and officials feel very special to have been part of the 52nd Gordon Bennett.  

Previous Gas Races Hosted by Balloon Fiesta®
      Since 1993 the Balloon Fiesta has hosted the following gas ballooning events:

1993 37th Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett (Category 1 Event)
1994 8th World Gas Balloon Championships
  (Category 1 Event)
1995 1st  America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

1996 2nd America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

1997

3rd America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race (Category 1 Event)

1998

4th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

1999  
43rd Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett (Category 1 Event)
2000 5th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

2001  

6th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

2002  

7th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race (Category 1 Event)

2003  

8th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

2004  

9th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

2005  

49th Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett (Category 1 Event)
2005   
10th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race


2006

11th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

2007

12th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race
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Balloon Fiesta Park is within the city limits of Albuquerque Metropolitan area.  More than 500,000 people live within a twenty-mile radius of this facility.  Albuquerque offers:



A major international airport (Albuquerque Sunport)



Air cargo facilities



15,000 hotel rooms



Two major interstate highways, I-40 and I-25



Four major television networks
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Distance flying from Albuquerque

Long distance and long duration flights are the norm when flying from Albuquerque in gas balloons.  In 2005, the winner of the 49th  Gordon Bennett 1st place winner’s flight was over 3400 km with a duration of 65 hours.  The longest duration out of Albuquerque was in the 7th America’s Challenge last over 67 hours. 

In summary:

· 2 flights greater than 3000 kilometers

· 3 flights greater than 2500 kilometers

· 20 flights greater than 2000 kilometers

· 39 flights greater than 1500 kilometers

· 41 flights greater than 1000 kilometers

Prevailing winds from Albuquerque usually take gas balloons north and east.  Since there are no geo-political boundary limitations, it is the norm rather than the exception to fly long distances.  
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Pilot Performance from Balloon Fiesta® 

1993
37th Coupe Gordon Bennett

1995
1st America’s Challenge

1st Place   1,832.1 KM   59.3 hrs


1st Place   2,241.9 KM  60.2 hrs

2nd Place  1,557.5 KM  66.0 hrs


2nd Place  2,076.4 KM 66.2 hrs

3rd Place     950.6 KM 45.3 hrs


3rd Place   2,046.4 KM 47.8 hrs

1996
2nd America’s Challenge 

1997 
3rdAmerica’s Challenge 









(1st Category Event)


1st Place      706.6 KM  38.1 hrs


1st Place     1,464.5 KM 45.7 hrs


2nd Place    608.6 KM  43.1 hrs


2nd Place    1,292.3 KM 43.7 hrs


3rd Place     573.5 KM   44.1 hrs


3rd Place     1,026.8 KM 45.3 hrs

1998
4th America’s Challenge

1999 43rd Coupe Gordon Bennett


1st Place   2,234.9 KM 58.8 hrs


1st Place     1,666.2 KM 40.2 hrs


2nd Place  1,784.6 KM 60.1 hrs


2nd Place    1,562.2 KM 45.3 hrs


3rd Place   1,723.3 KM 47.1 hrs


3rd Place     1,495.9 KM 61.2 hrs

2000 5th America’s Challenge

2001 6th America’s Challenge


1st Place    3,215.5 KM  64.1 hrs


1st Place     2,095.6 KM   58.4 hrs


2nd Place  2,752.6 KM  63.0 hrs


2nd Place    1,777.7 KM    44.4 hrs


3rd Place   1,990.2 KM  52.4 hrs


3rd Place     1,732.3 KM   44.7 hrs

2002 7th America’s Challenge


2003 8th America’s Challenge


(1st Category Event)


1st Place      2,797.1 KM   43.1 hrs


1st Place     1,787.2 KM     63.2 hrs


2nd Place    2,250.1 KM   35.6 hrs


2nd Place    1,647.2 KM     63.1 hrs


3rd Place     2,109.0 KM  67.3 hrs


3rd Place       934.3 KM     49.2 hrs

2004 9th America’s Challenge

2005 49th Coupe Gordon Bennett
1st Place       984.2 KM    36.0 hrs


1st Place   3400.39 KM  64.98 hrs

            2nd Place      819.4 KM    33.2 hrs


2nd Place  2583.54 KM 46.15 hrs

 
3rd Place      772.9 KM    20.5 hrs


3rd Place   2404.61 KM 44.52 hrs. 
2005 10th America’s Challenge

2006 11th America’s Challenge
1st Place      2407.28 KM  46.14 hrs.

1st Place    2380.99 KM  60.45 hrs
2nd Place     2312.2 KM    45.08 hrs.

2nd Place   2358.93 KM  41.77 hrs
3rd Place      2035.99 KM  42.31 hrs.

3rd. Place   1913.10 KM  44.38 hrs
2007 12th America’s Challenge


1st Place        1698.21 KM   61.50 hrs.

2nd Place       764.94 KM    47.75 hrs


3rd Place        704.74 KM    46.28 hrs.

Media Coverage

Interest in the sport of gas ballooning continues to grow due, in part, to  news media coverage of the annual America’s Challenge Gas Race™, attracting nearly 300 media organizations and over 700 journalists.  The tracking page on the Balloon Fiesta website has millions of hits during the week of the Event.  Each year the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta® generates hours of live and taped television news coverage and thousands of clips in national and international newspapers and magazines.  

Pilot Provisions

See Entry Fee Section.

Rules

We propose to use the updated 2008 Gordon Bennett Model Event Rules and would like to propose the following changes:
Rule 2.2   Both pilots must hold a valid LTA license (free balloon) with a minimum of 50 hours and a FAI Sporting License issued by their NAC.
Rule 2.3   Lifting gas will be hydrogen.  As an option pilots may elect to fly helium as a lifting gas however there will be a $2500 (USD) fee in addition to the entry fee.
Rule 3.2   Add sentence:  In order to receive hydrogen balloons must be hydrogen certified and able to pass a conductivity test if required by our safety officials.
Rule 8.1   Observers will not be used.






