Minutes of the FAI Ballooning Commission (CIA) Annual Meeting  -  10-11 March 2006
Appendix 11

MINUTES OF THE CIA SAFETY SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING

MARCH 9TH 2006
Present:
Bengt Stener (SWE)

          Michael SUCHÝ (CZ)

Observer:
Jean Sax (BEL)


Rudy Paenen (BEL)


Mark Sullivan (USA)

Not present:
Maco Oiwa (JPA)


J. Starkbaum (AUT)

1. Received reports from Safety Officers during 2005. 
	Event 
	Safety Officer 
	Date 
	Country 
	Received 

	14th European Hot Air Balloon Championship, Debrecen
	Laszlo MESZAROS, (HUN)
	22 - 29 May
	Hungary 
	Yes

	2005 Mobilux Trophy,  2ndround of the 2005 World Honda Grand Prix, Echternach 
	Jean SAX (BEL) 
	27 - 31 July
	Luxembourg 
	No

	13eCoupe D'Europe de Montgolfieres 16thLadies World Cup, Mainfonds/Blanzac, Charente
	Michel ACHARD, (FRA) Christophe MOUNIER (FRA) 
	4 - 7 August
	France 
	Yes

	49th Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennett, Albuquerque, NM 
	Gary BENNETT (USA) 
	Oct 29 Sept - 8
	USA 
	Yes

	2005 Motegi Hot Air Balloon International Championship 
	Hans AKESTEDT (SWE), Maco OIWA (JPN) 
	18 - 24 Nov
	Japan 
	Yes


2. Discussion about reports from the events during 2005.

Discussed the Accident during the Gordon Bennett event 2005. There was one serious incident involving a power line contact, pilot ejection and a high wind landing with difficult conditions exacerbated by the failure of the envelope’s emergency/rapid deflation port.   

The Sub-committee discussed the problem of vertical speeds. There are two ways to solve the problem with aggressive competition flying, either limit the vertical speeds or to prevent collisions. The Sub-committee thinks it is easier to manage the problems by make harder rules to prevent collisions. And have fixed high penalty for collision the same way as we have fixed penalty for ground contacts.

We think that correct task setting can prevent unnecessary risks with high vertical speeds, an example of a bad task from safety aspect is the Star Task.

The Sub committee recommends the Rules Sub-committee to consider implementing fixed penalties for collisions.  
3. Safety officers for events in 2006. 
The Safety Sub-Committee decided to recommend the following Safety Officer for Events during 2006.
	Event 
	Safety Officer 
	Date 
	Country 

	1st  South American Hot Air Balloon Championship, Rio Claro, SP, Brazil
	Dieter KUBAIL (BRA)
	July 1 - 9 
	Brazil

	LUXGSM Trophy 2006, Echternach, Luxembourg
	Hans AKESTEDT (SWE)
	July 26 - 30 
	Luxembourg 

	14e  Coupe D’europe De Montgolfieres 

& 17th  Ladies World Cup Mainfonds/Blanzac, Charente
	Michel ACHARD, (FRA) Christophe MOUNIER (FRA) 
	Aug 3 - 6 
	France 

	17th  Ladies World Cup

XXII Polish Championship

7th Polish Balloon Cup of the Wloclawek's President and Anwil's President.
	TBA
	Aug 21 -27 
	Poland 

	50th Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennett, Waasmunster, Belgium
	Roy Sax (BEL) 
	Sept 7 - 16 
	Belgium 

	6th Mol Cup International Hot Air Balloon Championship, Debrecen, Hungary
	Laszlo MESZAROS (HUN) 
	Sept 20 – 24
	Hungary 

	2006 Motegi Hot Air Balloon World Championship, Japan
	Hans AKESTEDT (SWE)
	Nov 16 - 26 
	Japan 


4. Updating of the Safety handbook.
The Sub-committee decided to recommend the Plenary to update the Safety Handbook Appendix 2 (Rules for Refuelling) with the new “Code of Conduct”. 

5. Safety Seminars. The committee decided during the year to collect information and create basic format for Safety Seminars.

The Delegates who have Safety Seminars in their countries, please forward any material you have to the Safety Subcommittee so that it can be used in our discussions during the coming year.

6. The rescue system eVEST was discussed. The committee believed that the system can be used, but it may be too bulky to have on during competition flight.

Information of use is available at: www.conceptsafety.com.
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Nomination of Safety Sub-Committee for 2006.

Bengt Stener (SWE), Chairman

Michael SUCHÝ (CZ)

Rudy PAENEN (BEL)

Mark SULLIVAN (USA)

Appendix 2 of Safety Handbook

Code of Conduct (ref. Rule 2.12)

BALLOON AND FLIGHT OPERATION

It is the pilot’s responsibility to ensure that your balloon is properly rigged, in accordance with the manufacturer’s flight manual in terms of good safety practices.

The fuel system and fittings should be checked to ensure they meet the manufacturer’s requirements.

GUIDE LINES (ref. Rule 2.11)

1) Check that all karabiners are properly attached and properly closed.
2) Check for damaged or burnt envelope fabric and ensure it does not exceed the allowable damage requirements of the balloon manufacturer’s manual.

3) Check that all fuel hoses meet the manufacturer’s specifications and are properly secured within the basket. 

4) Check that fuel hoses from the burners are correctly routed and can not get trapped by persons or equipment on board.

5) Check that there are no objects, which compromise safety, on top of tanks.  Ensure that equipment on board is properly stowed.

6) Check that nothing is attached to the fuel hoses.   
7) For any incident or accident, a report should be made and a copy given to the Event Director.  

8) Pilots who have concerns about the airworthiness of any balloon, should contact the Safety Officer, or the Event Director.　


9) When you approach the goal or make a landing, a competitor shall make a controlled descent, based on his experience and the balloon performance.

RULES FOR REFUELING

1.
PROPANE CAN BE EXPLOSIVE! All possible sources of ignition must be kept away from the refueling area.

2.
No nylon clothing, banners, flags, etc., allowed in the refueling area.

3.
No loose strikers in the basket. They must be properly stored and disarmed.

4.
Only two persons per vehicle in the refueling area.

5.
Baskets and/or propane cylinders must if possible be removed from enclosed trailers or vehicles.

6.
Only experienced persons (pilot or crew chief) will be allowed to refuel.

7.
No consumption of alcoholic drinks in the refueling area.

8.
Persons who appear to be intoxicated will not be allowed access to refueling.

9.
No dogs or other pets in vehicles during refueling.

10.
No radios, cellular phones, pagers or other electronic items in use.

11.
The vehicle lights and engine turned off during refueling.

12.
No loitering in the refueling area after refueling.

13.
Always wear gloves in the refueling area

14
Follow the instructions of the refueling personnel

15.
ABSOLUTELY - NO SMOKING!

SAFETY ON GROUND

1)
Observers working on the road.

Whenever the observer is working to measure, etc at the roadside or in the intersection, the Crew MUST help the Observer by watching the traffic and warning the Observer to move to avoid traffic accidents or incidents

2)
Complaints about stopping on road and causing traffic jams.

Please take care and keep people and vehicles on the side of the road while you are waiting.  Do not park your car in front of private houses or entrances.  And take special care when working in the road to measure, etc.

3)
Marker drop  

DO NOT drop your marker in front of a car running on the ground. Competitors have full responsibility when you drop marker or anything attached to your balloon, including GPS logger.

4)
Landing

When you make a final landing, you have to pay attention to public.  If you land on the private land, you are requested to get permission. If you use the public road, you MUST pay attention to others using the road.  Do not interfere with others using the road.

7)
No Smoking in the launch site area

9)
Inflation Harness

An inflation harness must be used in all launch sites. The rope of the inflation harness should be tied to a secure point of the vehicle (not at a trailer).
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