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FAI Montgolfier Diploma Nomination

For

Best Sporting performance in the previous Montgolfier year in a Hot Air Balloon

Vic Johnson & Larry Simburger [U.S.A.]

The first successful hot air balloon crossing of Mount Rainier, in Washington State, U.S.A. was completed on 19 September 2002.  The success of this flight on the first attempt was a result of 2 years of preparation and planning.  The team effort was led by pilot Vic Johnson and co-pilot Larry Simburger.  This was only the second crossing of a significant mountain obstacle in the USA.  This successful, safe flight is an outstanding performance for 2002.

NOMINATION

FAI Montgolfier Diploma

For

Best Sporting Performance in the previous Montgolfier year in Hot Air Ballooning

Vic Johnson & Larry Simburger [U.S.A.]

To fly over (the) largest vertical obstacle in the Pacific Northwest has been a dream and later a goal for Vic Johnson.  The planning, skills, and logistics were significant tasks to be defined and completed with many difficulties to be overcome.  In the end a team effort, known as Project Tahoma, led by Vic and fellow pilot Larry Simburger successfully completed the task on the morning of 19 September 2002.  In a flight of 3 hours and 18 minutes, 10 years of dreaming and 2 years of intensive planning came to a successful conclusion.  Mt. Rainier with a summit height of 14, 410 ft (4,392 m) is located in Washington State.  It is part of the Cascade Mountain range running north to south in Washington. Mt. Rainier is the second highest mountain peak in the continental United States.

The proper weather pattern for a flight over Mt. Rainier only occurs 10 – 12 times in most years.  As with many other notable flights, once the planning is done the wait for the proper weather then sets in.  This flight was no exception.  Requiring wind speeds in excess of 30 knots in order to make the traverse to a safe area, yet not wanting to be in excessive winds that would enlarge the downwind rotor, the correct weather window was located by the team meteorologist.  On the morning of 19 September 2002 at 0715 Pacific Daylight Time, Project Tahoma’s aerostat and AX-10, lifted off from Johnson’s Corner in Washington State.  After climbing for 58 minutes Vic and Larry crossed the summit of Mt. Rainier at 0812.  At that point their elevation was 20,200 ft. MSL (6,157m MSL).  Continuing on for another 2+ hours over the remainder of the Cascade range and out into the foothills of the Cascades in central Washington in the town of Gleed (6 miles north of Yakima, WA).

The significance of this crossing in addition to being the first hot air balloon crossing of Mt. Rainier is in the climb to altitude.  With a 740 ft MSL (225.5 m MSL) starting elevation, the maximum rise for this flight was 19, 460 ft (5,931 m).  For comparison, when Mt. Everest was crossed in October of 1991, the maximum rise to for that flight was 20,581 ft (6,273 m).    The only other significant peak crossing on record was that of Pike’s Peak in Colorado by Ben Abruzzo in the 1970’s.  Other significant peaks crossed in the world to date include Mt. Fuji, Japan (12,380 ft) and Mt. Kilimanjaro, Tanzania (19,335 ft).

This successful crossing on the first attempt of Mt. Rainier, with the accompanying safe flight from start to finish is a testimony to the degree and thoroughness of planning and skills applied by Vic and Larry.

For the reasons cited above I am please to have the opportunity to nominate Vic T. Johnson and Larry J. Simburger for the Montgolfier Diploma for the Best Sporting Performance in the Previous Montgolfier year of a hot air balloonist.
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