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Jury Report & Recommendations

The Tlsza Cup 2000 and the Primagaz Hungarian National Hot-Air Balloon (Championship were run jointly and as such were well organised by the enthusiastic Hungarian Officials, Sponsors, and their assistants however much credit for success lies with Lajos Balazs. Both competitions were run in parallel with the use of GPS's and with Observers. Tasks were thus accurately scored and witnessed.

The two competitions were scheduled to be flown between June 11th and ending on the 16th with a Key Grab task reserved for the 17th. During the competition period eighteen tasks were managed during six flights from several start points, by the forty balloons present. The competitions were seen to be fair and unbiased even though the weather provided a large variety and variability for consideration by both Officials and Pilots alike. The week began with 38C temperature and ended cooler but with thunderstorms.

Observations of the event, and recommendations made by the Jury, are included below:

I shall not describe each flight, of which there were six. It is enough to say that in general the Jury were very impressed by the way the competitions were handled. In some way this is due to the training given the year before by Masashi Kakuda and the unquestionable enthusiasm shown by all the Officials and Observers. Hungary were very proud to have been given the approval of the Tisza Cup by the FAI: it was a great honour for them,

The Competition Director, Risto Jalava, directed well and held both competitions carefully in his hands. Hungary still has a feel for the “old days’ and there was a small amount of resentment for having to conduct their own National Championships in English. Nevertheless during the six flights the Jury noticed that he considered both competition and public alike and tried to provide both demanding tasks and a spectacle. Flights were thus conducted from a number of launch fields with an emphasis towards city targets and the public, for the evening’ flights.  Upon return from tasks the Officials handled the Observer debriefing and the publication of task results in an efficient and quick time. All publications from the Briefing sheets through to Results sheets was conducted speedily.

The Jury were provided with all they needed from a post box, to a jury room, to a mobile phone, to a car, and excellent accommodation and meals.

In general the Jury could not fault the way in which the competition was conducted, however as Jury President I had my own misgivings about the FAI contribution to the event. These wories are on two levels and were not shown by the other Jury members.

· I am aware that the Inclusion of the Tisza Cup 2000 In the CIA sanctioned events list for 2000 was noted as being a late entry’ during the CIA AGM In Thessaloniki. Be that as it may, please note that the role of a Jury President requires the competition to have ‘approved’ rules and that these need to be made available to all members of the Jury, some weeks in advance of the competition. They were not available and were received by the Jury at the event,  Kindly, Les Purfield vetted these rules for me when I quizzed them, As a result two rules were changed prior to the first flight by the Competition Director. These were the size of the Competition Area and the method of scoring at road Intersections,

· The second worry I had, was that the FAI "goodies package", namely the Flag, Anthem, Medals and Certificates was only found on the day before the end of the competition. It had been wrongly delivered in Tisza and so was not available for the opening ceremony of the competition. The humiliation that the Jury President had to bear when asked ‘Where's the FAI Flag? by the attendant TV and Press coverage at the event was unnecessary. The Organizers of the competition had gone to the trouble of bringing a Hungarian Astronaut to the opening event, the press loved it. As for the FAl they couldn’t be bothered to even check that the ‘goodies package’ had arrived. Poor show FAI. My suggestion is that the Jury President carries the FAI package with him to future events which are conducted in countries having difficult communication systems.

· Results of tasks were published on time throughout the competitions. Towards the end of the competition the Jury noticed that one competitor had been penalized severely and given 1000 penalty points for several tasks. Upon question the Competition Director explained his reasoning. The pilot had clearly cheated and should have been excluded from the competition. However it was near to the competitions end with forecasts of poor weather ahead arid the pilots nationality might have signaled a disturbance f or the Primagaz National Championship. It was sufficient to penalize the pilot in a way that his score would signal his gross misdemeanor to his fellow competitors; without the ignominy of sending him home. The Jury agreed with this fair and just decision, In the circumstances.

· The international Jury were not called upon by the Event Organizers to offer advice, arbitration or rule Interpretation. However the local Jury member was often asked the ‘whys and wherefores’ of tasks by his countrymen, until they were made aware, that he could give no advice to them in his Jury status,

· The International Jury were not required to consider a competition protest.

· At the Pilot Debriefing Meeting held at the end of the competitions a paper was available for all pilots. The questionnaire presented by EPAS asked pilots to give them some feedback regarding the competition they had just been in. The Organizers had been kind enough to have the EPAS English questionnaire translated into Hungarian using the same format.  It was very well received and replies by more that 50% of the competitors and observers gave good feedback

The International Jury considered that the Events Organization handled the competitions in a fair, just and very enthusiastic manner and felt that they should be congratulated upon a job well done. Certainly this feeling was also reciprocated by the competing pilots.

So next time lets make sure we have the FAX package at the event and some approved rules, some weeks before the event.

End of Report - Respectfully submitted - Tom Donnelly - 
Jury President
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